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HILL, JOANN LAVINA (VAN) VEENSCHOTEN
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND SUMMARY OF CONTENTS

Joann Lavina (van) Veenschoten Hill was born in Kulangsu, Arnoy,

Fukien, China, on [date
May removed],
15, 1923.
Reverend
1923.Her
Herfather,
father, TheThe
Reverend
HenryHenry
MichaelMichael
Veenschoten, was born in Iowa and was raised in the Reformed Church.

He

was sponsored by that denomination as an evangelistic missionary to China,
and was a moderator of upcountry churches and downtown evangelism.

Her

mother, Stella Elds Girard Veenschoteo, was born in Pigeon, Michigan.

She

went to China with Reverend Veenschoten in 1917 and was involved in educational work and had a full career in church and school music.
Mrs. Hill was educated by her mother. and then at the Shanghai

American School, the Brent School in Baguid, Philippine Islands, and
Holland High School, from which she received her diploma in 1941.

She grad-

uated from Wayne State with a B.A. and an interest in medicine in 1946. She
also attended Hartt College of Music, University of Hartford, from 1963 to
1965, where she majored in Church Music, and, since 1970, has attended
Western Michigan University.

She received a Master of Arts in Counseling

and is currently working on the Specialist in that field.
On March 30, 1944, Joann Veenschoten married Jack Warren Hill.

They

have five children, one of whom was born in Tong-an in May, 1948.
The Hills arrived in Arnoy, China, in October, 1947, with two children,
and resided in Tong-an until December 31, 1950. During that stay, Joann was
engaged in language studY, home management, getting the hospital lab functioning, and starting a career in church music.

After living under Communist

rule for 15 months, they left mainland China in early January, 1951, and
spent a year in Dallas, Texas.
to 1962.

They then went to the Philippines from 1952

While there, Mrs. Hill set up a laboratory for a 100-bed hospital,
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directed Chinese church choirs, established an English-speaking Sunday
school, was the financial representative for the missionaries of the
Reformed Church in America, and was deeply involved in home and family
affairs.
The Hills currently reside outside of Grand Rapids.

Joann Hill is

employed as a staff counselor and trainee of Marriage and Family Counseling
at the Marriage and Family Center, Central Reformed Church, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
Mrs. Hill was very responsive during the interview and participated
enthusiastically.

With vivid recall, she recollected growing up in China

as the daughter of missionaries, and the obstacles she encountered when
she returned as a full-fledged missionary.
China that

wh~tted

She also discussed illnesses in

her medical interest, her relations-with the Chinese

servants, and her evacuations.

Of particular interest are her memories of

a mission meeting prior to the Communist takeover and the villagers' reactions to the Nationalists and to the Communists.

She discussed mobile

clinic work, the effects of the Communist takeover, and the difficulties
involved in leaving the country.

The interview also touched on their work

in the Philippines, the hardships which the Chinese Christians must endure,
life now under the Communists, and her general reflections on mission work.

vii

1

INTERVIEW I

SWINYARD:
HILL:

Why did you decide to return to China to become a missionary?

I guess it pretty well started when Dr. Clarence Holleman -- I can

remember pretty clearly they were having some meetings up in Chang chou when
I was 10 or 11 years old, and they were having a couple days' meetings.
had supper together.

We

I was sitting with the rest of the kids at the end of

the table, minding my own business, and Dr. Holleman, finally, when they
were serving pumpkin pie, said, HWell, Joann, Y/hat are you going to do
""hen you grow up?"

And i t was kind of like a light bulb going on.

going to be a medical missionary."

that hurt me.

"I'm

Everybody kind of laughed, and I think

Then, when I was in high school, I decided I'd take the

college prep courses.

We went to Shanghai American School and practically

everybody was taking that.

They went to colleges like Wellesley and other

Ivy League schools and I was going to go to Hope -- where's that?

So that

probably was the beginning of it.
SWINYARD:

When y,ou were growing up in China, what was it like?

How

closely were you related to the Chinese in your daily life?
HILL:

It was clese and it wasn't.

It was close in the sense that there

was a close relationship with the helpers in the house.
a couple of kids but they weren't really my age.

The helpers had

One was a little whiffet

a little more my sister's age, who was pretty close to seven years younger
than I.

The other one had been traded and was off in some other village
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and came home to see her folks

m~be

once or twice a year.

But I still

had a lot of contact with the helpers in the house. with the husband and
wife.

The husband was a cook and the wife was an amah and did the laundry.

But as far as playmates. I didn't have very many.

ation:

we were in a compound.

It was a difficult situ-

There was a girls' school a couple blocks

away and I used to go and play with the principal's two daughters once in
It was maddening!

a while 1 but they would stand around and watch me play!

(laughter)

They wouldn't really just enter in and be on an even basis. so

that wasn't really much fun.

a lot.

So I didn't do much vith that.

I played alone

For a while. the Hofstras lived next door and their daughter, who

was 10 or 11 months younger than I ... we were very close.

Real chums.

So then I had a playmate.
SWINYARD:

Did your perception of the role of a missionary change as you

were a child observing your parents and then when you yourself went into it?
HILL:

I can't really say.

I don't think so.

It just seemed very natural

and usual.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

What exactly was that idea that you had?

I had seen missionaries all my life -- they were the family for me.

I had seen them in meetings, and I had seen them coming and talking business
with my folks. and I had played with their children when I was growing up.
I didn't leave until l..,as 17. and by that time. we had even more contact.
When we were growing uP. and ..,e' d have the annual meeting. for instance. the
mission meeting -- all the missionaries got together for their annual meeting-and the children would always put on an entertainment night.

So all the time

the grownups ..,ere meeting. the children were working on the entertainment
night.

We'd play mission meeting during the daytime.

inside, and we'd play mission meeting outside.

They'd have a meeting

We'd argue. and all kinds of
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stuff!

(laughter)

So it just seemed like a continuation of what I had

seen all my life.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

Do you mean did the reality of what I was doing, the context ... ?

SW!NYARD:

HILL:

And did it change, then, at all later?

Yes.

I suspect that it did.

meeting behaviors.

I sawall these behaviors -- the mission

I would see them, for instance ... ! vent to Chinese

Sunday school in the church. and sometimes one of the missionary vomen

\lould be there leading the Sunday school, and I "'auld see her in that role.

I saw my mother in the choir director's role, and I saw her teaching piano

and voice students at home.

I used to go with her to some of her classes

in the boys' school, the high school, and the girls' high school.

I used

to ride with my dad downtown when be went calling, and when he went buying
stuff in the stores, or down to the evangelistic center downtown.

I saw

what he was doing, and it was just kind of natural.
SWINYARD:

But your impression of mission meetings was more of a big

argument?
HILL:

(laughter)

Right.

You get a bunch of individualists together,

and you can't help having arguments!

But there "'as a lot of love, too.

A lot of love.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

What were they mostly concerned ",ith?

Each person's own "'ark -- he had his own pet project.

it ",as that.

A lot of times

But one minute they could be arguing hot and heavy, and the

next minute they could be laughing and having coffee together, real comraderie.
I think "'e carried that vision of equality and caring wen "'e ",ent back to
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the field, and I think that's one of the things I treasure most as I look
back on it.

Although I think I had the most in-depth experience of that

in the smaller group that we had carried over to the Philippines

aries who had been to China.

mission-

It was a smaller group, 13. and there, there

was much more a cooperative spirit.

I could sense a more cooperative spirit.

When we were in China mainland, we had about 30 to 35 missionaries there,
and that's a large group.

We were very much the junior missionaries, the

freshles out on the field. learning language, and we weren't expected to
contribute too much to meetings.

SWINYARD:

Qh, we put our word in.

How much language did you know already when you went out on

the field?

HILL:

I could talk with the helpers in the house, I could bargain on the

streets.

I remember when our boat pulled into the Arnoy harbor the first

time, poor Jack was overwhelmed.

We pulled in, what, 7,8,9:00 at night.

The first thing the wharf coolies do is swarm in and try to grab your bags
and be the first one with all your bags so they could have the monopoly on
the whole shebang.

So then you just stand there looking like you're ready

to whip out a knife and stab them on the spot, and yell at them!
And Jack's eyes were huge

that's my wife!

He had never seen me behave

in this fashion, but this is the way you keep them at bay:
a minute!"

(laughter)

Keep control of your stuff. (laughter)

"Hold it!

Wait

He had never seen me

performing in that fashion, but it seemed very natural to do.

I had been

doing it for years on my various trips up to school and back.
SWINYARD:

I imagine some of the missionaries weren't quite as comfortable

with the language even after they had had their training.
to communicate effectively, or not?

Were they able
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HILL:

I'm a bad one to ask about that, because I was very critical.

of them never did learn.

(laughter)

stand them, is about where i t was at.

Some

The Chinese finally learned to underAlthough I have to say that there is

a difference in the way the American missionaries have a tendency to learn
language. and the British missionary, for instance.

The British were much

more academically minded, and they would learn their vocabulary. and they

would slave over that stuff, but their ear was appalling!
appalling.
instance.

They couldn I t hear the proper

-

Just absolutely

way of pronouncing an "a, II for

They always said"aa"instead of"au, "so it "'ould be "TanBoksult

instead of "TonBoksu."

I was cringing every time I heard that.

But, on

the other hand, our missionaries, they had more of a ... in general, you
couldn't make it right down the line as everybody, but in general, our
missionaries, I think, were not afraid to speak -- to get out in the streets
and talk and talk and talk l.Ultil somebody understood what they were saying.
And so I think they were more fluent, but some of them never did get the
accents right.

In our area of the Arnoy language, you have to change tones.

Tones change, level off, when words are used in sentences, but if it is at
the end of a phrase, you don't change a tone.

Every tone was exactly as

individual words, so she didn't have any fluency.
ent language, and she just never heard that.

It's a very logical, flu-

She never learned the tone

changes.
SWINYARD=

What else would you think of the newer missionaries just arriv-

ing and fresh off the boat?
HILL:

They, of course, were my contemporaries, like the Kleinjans and

who were some of the other ones -- Gladys Kooi.
language.

John Muilenberg.

Gladys worked hard at her

That was one problem, too:

some of the mission-

aries had Mandarin before they came out, and in my view, that was a mistake
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because they never were able to pronounce the Arney except in the Mandarin
fashion, and they were always getting their
their g's and k's.

b's

and their p'S mixed up, and

Again, that was a source of irritation for me.

kind of young at that point, and easily irritated.

I was

I talked it by-ear.

I

had to learn the tone, I had to learn the characters, and I had to start
from scratch.

I was speaking it, but then I had to learn how it reads.

I

basically did it by ear.
SWINYARD:

How did you relate to the older missionaries on the field?

Were you considered one of them, or did you still have a lot to learn?
HILL:

That's a good question.

I found I was still !1Little Annie."

I came

back a full-fledged career missionary. and I was still llLittle Annie. 11

I

was expected to call them HAunt Jail or "Uncle Hank lt or "Uncle Hoplf and I
wasn't.

I was calling them by their first names and shook a few of them up.

A few of them swung with it, they took it in stride, but a few of them never
got over it, and they would try to put me in my place.

It was a little

struggle there.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes.

(laughter)

Die-hards!

Right.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

How long did that take?

It took the full three years.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

But, finally, they did accept you?

I was always "Little Annie. IT

While you were there, you lived on a mission compound?

Most of the mission houses were in compounds.

They had walls

7
around, but this was a natural phenomenon.

Any house of any substance

had a wall around the lot, so this was not extraordinary or unusual.

It

was isolating and you did pave a kind of ghetto effect.

SW!NYARD:

Was there a choice involved either to live inside or outside

the compound?

HILL:

No, you lived in mission houses.

where you lived.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

That's where they were, and that IS

In the Philippines, it was different.

Did the Board regulate that, or was it by the government?

That was by the Board.

SWINYARD:

How did your living conditions differ, then, from the Chinese

you worked with?

HILL:

Ob, quite radically.

were definitely upper class.

This was a help and it was a hindrance.

We

We were living kind of on a par with the

business people, doctors, professionals -- not teachers, but doctors were
living in the same style houses.

Of course, they had a lot more money than

we had, but we had more room in our house.

They were kind of Western design

houses, with more land than the others had.

It could have been a hindrance.

In the early days, the missionary had a tendency to -- this is when my folks
came out on the field -- they were dealing with two class levels.
dealing with your elite, and there was no middle class.

They were

Either you were

elite or you were very poor. They had two groups that they were dealing with.
Ey

and large, the elite came in the front door, and the poor came in through

the servant quarters.
that.

Well, when my folks came on the field, they changed

When they first came, they locked the back door so that they couldn't

come in.

They said, liThe front door is where our guests come in."

says, uYou I re on the same status as we are."

This

From that sense, associating
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with the missionaries became kind of a posh thing, coupled with the fact
that the churches required you to learn to read.

For little old ladies,

this was tremendous that somebody insisted that they learn to read -- they

weren't held down.

Young girls learning to read -- this was really great.

Even for men it was a great thing because reading wasn't that prominent, and
scholars had the position in society, the highest status.
and to learn to read \las just tremendous.

To be a scholar

In that sense it vas not a

barrier.
SWINYARD:

Was this association ever taken advantage of?

HILL: Oh. yes. I suppose so.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

You mean this kind of "Rice Christian" idea?

Yes.

I suppose so, but those eventually eliminate themselves.

SWINYARD:
done that?

Why was it that the other missionaries before your parents hadn't
Was it because of the cultural problems there, or did they fore-

see any problems?
HILL:

I can only guess.

It was during the period of colonialism.

There

were British missionaries there, also, and they had the tradition from India.
The business people and so forth.

A lot of the missionaries that came out

were highly intelligent, educated intellectuals, even back in the old country.

They came from upper class backgrounds, so they really felt more at

home with the officials, with the Mandarins. with the educated class.

The

people that they were really working with in the clinics and the schools
and the Bible studies in the Bible schools, were the peasantry.
what understandable.

It's some-

They couldn't tolerate it today. we have a tendency

to judge, but from where they were coming from, it vas quite logical.

They
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had outdoor kitchens in the back.

They didn't let the cook in the house,

and the cook wouldn't let the mistress of the house into his kitchen.
mother changed that, too.

She said, "No way!"

(laughter)

a new day.

They went out in 1917.

different.

My folks were kind of garden variety folks:

My

It was kind of

It was after the war, and things were

was a widow, his dad had been a farmer in Iowa.

my dad's mother

In my dad's family, they

had doctors, lawyers. pastors, but my dad's father happened to be a farmer.

My grandfather on my mother's side was a French Catholic in Canada, end her
mother was a Methodist, so she was raised in the Methodist church.
mother didn't even go to college.

She took music, instead.

My

They were just

common, garden variety people, and I think that was the age.

But it was

really neat.
SWINYARD:

You had said on your vita sheet and again here that you had

gone to the Shanghai American School.

HILL'

Right.

SWINYARD:

Could you compare and contrast that to the Chinese system at

the time?
HILL:

One of the problems that missionaries with children have on the

field is what culture their children will be brought up in.

You really

have to prepare your children to live in the culture you came from, which
means that you have to educate them that way, to that culture.

My

mother

taught me through the seventh grade, and I went to Shanghai American school
and then to Brent and back to Shanghai.

The standard for that school, and

any of the schools I attended overseas, was very high.

The school at Shang-

hai was on the American system, and it was licensed under the Otate of New
York, and their Board of Regents was licensed with New York, so this meant
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that they had to follow the standards of the New York private schools.
So, it was a very high standard school, and they prepared young people
for all the Ivy League colleges, so it was just not the same ball game.
The Chinese school system was kind of on the same in the sense that they
had three years of lower middle and three years of upper middle and six
years of elementary, which comes up to 12 years.

When a man graduated

from the boys' high school he went right into seminary.

It was the usual

thing to go on to the university, and there was no university around.
There was an Arnoy university in later years, but otherwise they had to go
up to Faoebow or Shanghai or Peking or someplace like that.

So it wasn't

really comparable.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

What about the degree of advancement of the material covered?

I don't really know how the Chinese schools work.

I have no way of judging.

I would judge that ...

I know what they were like in the Philippines, and

I would say that in some ways they were comparable, especially in math and
biology and physics, maybe.
chemistry equipment.

But their equipment wasn't very good, like

Shanghai American School was very good.

We had a

lot of Chinese history courses and Chinese culture, and we had a broad
range of languages-

I stuck with Latin because I had already decided I was

going to be a pre-med.
SWINYARD:

When you returned to Holland to attend high school, you really

didn't have any problems adjusting.
HILL:

Not to the academics, no.

A student.

(laughter)

I went from a B and C student to an all

Of course, there was a little bit of a halo effect

in the sense that I was kind of a snob.

I knew I had been to an elite

11

school and so I was going to show them.

But it wasn't hard.

I kind of

snowed the teachers, too.
Did you have any other problems adapting to American life?

SWINYARD:

HILL:

Yes.

It was a lonely year in Holland.

I didn't like the cliquish-

ness of the kids of the school, especially the girls.

pretty silly.

I was a snob.

hanging around boys.

I really was.

I thought they were

I didn't care for their values:

I thought that was the height of stupidity, making up

and attracting their attention, all that kind of stuff.
was ....

So I was lonely.

No doubt about it.

weren't intimate friends at all.

I really felt that

I had a few friends, but they

I was a loner.

I had always played alone

and done things on my own and I probably didn't knov how to make that kind

of a friendship, either.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes.

So it stayed pretty much the same when you went to Wa.yne State?
There I was in the university situation.

friends, but, again, I was pre-med.

I had a group of

I would go to school at 8:00 in the

morning and I wouldn't get home until after 6:00 at night.
classes all day long with hardly a break.

It was a

~alf

I left the house pretty close to 7:00 in the morning.
time, and it was during the War.

hour trip down, and

There wasn't much

I had a good group of friends, and I still

correspond with one or two of them.
to go to Hope.

It was labs and

I guess I had some, but I was glad not

I was really glad because by the time I bad finished one

year at Holland High, I saw that group of girls going right on to Hope
College and I thought, "No way.

That's not for me."

I

was prejudiced

against Hope at that point.
SWINYARD:

HILL:

Did you run into the same problem at Wayne State?

No, you're your own person there.

If you want to be social, you can,
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and if you don't, then you don't have to.
SWINYARD:

Let I s go back to your 'Work in China.

did you face on the mission field?

What kinds of challenges

What was particularly in

n~ed

of be-

ing overcome when you started out being a missionary?
HILL:

I have a pre-career era and a career era there.

challenges?

Well, learning languages.

What were the

I never felt I ...as very good at

learning language.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

Even after all those years of being raised there?

I spoke it, and could rattle it off.

I wanted.

I didn't have the vocabulary

I had the tradesmen's vocabulary, the getting along on the streets

vocabulary. it \lasn' t the intellectual vocabulary.
lot more than I could pullout.

I could understand a

But i t ... as sitting do'offl and forcing myself

to learn characters and really recognizing them wen I saw them.

I could

take those little books that we had and I could recite tbe whole thing from
the first page to the last without even turning a page.
did real well on my exams.

(laughter)

So I

Just point me in that direction and tell me

which page it was on, and I could recite it for them.

(laughter)

The

same thing with four chapters of Mark that we had to do in the characters.
SWINYARD:

You really found that a liability that you weren't able to

read quite as well as you "anted?
HILL:

Well, i t was a drag.

There were other things I would rather do.

I think things really began to hum for me when. well, the first couple of
years we were there I set up the lab in the hospital and I puddled around
in that, and that was kind of fun because I had taken medical technology
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when I was waiting to get into med. school. and I was able to begin to

put it to practice.

They had the same kind of general equipment:

poly-

hemoglobinometer, which is Just a little thing you take a drop of blood
and you mix it up with some liquid and you compare it.

I really began to

see some of the parasites I had heard about in parasitology but never got
a chance to see because you just didn't have amoeba in the States.

There

I had a little baby just a couple weeks old and there were amoeba swimming
around like you wouldn't believe.

amoeba dysentery.

The infent died from a bad case of

From that standpoint, I really got to see malaria.

really got to see a lot of stuff.

It was a personal interest.

I

Jack, in

the front in his office, would talk to these farmers about their worm infestatwons, and they would come in and then he would send them down to the
lab·to me to check out their stool specimens.
"Your husband said .... II

Their eyes would be popped:

and then they would give the spiel that Jack was

giving them about how the hookworm would latch onto the skin of their feet
and get into their bloodstream and come up to their lungs and then they'd
cough and then the worms would get down into their stomachs and into their
intestines.

He would give them a big long spiel and their eyes were getting

bigger and bigger -- tiRe's a great doctor! 11

Then they I d come in and hang

over my shoulder while I was examining to see.

I would find two and three

different kinds of worm egg6 in those stool specimens.

These people would

be there and I would be taking their hemoglobins and they'd have homoglobins
of 30 or 40 percent.

Wow!

As far as whetting this medical interest I

already had, this was tremendous, so that was good.

Then, when Molly Esther

left (she had been doing the church music), they asked me to do that.
got me started.

That

I was singing in the church choir when she left, and then

I started directing that.

That kind of got me off the ground.

Otherwise,I
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was having babies and fooling around teaching kids, running a household.
SWINYARD:

When you went, you weren't really trained for a mission type of

work.
HILL:

Not really, I was the wife.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

So you had no training at all?

No.

That really was not the Board's fault.

That was right after

World War Two, and Jack had been in the army and he owed the army another

year, year and a half, two years or something for his medical school education that he'd gotten.

After the War was over,

Secretary, said, "Would you like to get out to China?

get out of the army?
right away."

out."

Dr. Shafer, the Board
Would you like to

I might be able to get you out if you go to China

Jack said, "r need a surgical residency first before I go

But, they might be able to get him out if he went without this

additional training.

So that's the way it was.

SWINYARD:

What were the relations between the Chinese church and the

mission?

Did the Chinese feel that they were overly controlled by the

mission, or was it more of an equal basis, or a separation?
HILL:

It was very much an equal partnership type of thing.

By

the time we

came on the field, the missionaries had their own projects and would ask
for funds for certain projects, but the church was running itself.
really indigenous.

It was the church who invited Jack to come up and be

the director of the hospital in that town.
him there.
SWINYARD:

It was

It wasn't the mission assigning

This was the relationship when we got on the field.
You worked a lot with the Chinese.
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HILL:

Yes.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

How did that differ from working with Americans?

I had alvays been a student except in my contacts \lith the church,

but it \las always in a student role, basically when I ....as in the United

States.

Prior, when I had been in China as a kid, you can't in a young

person I 5 role.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

You really didn't have very much to compare it with?

No, I didn't.

SWINYARD:

Were there any particular problems you encountered in working

with the Chinese?
HILL:

No, they're just really neat people, very accepting.

wanted to try to do, they'd go right along with it.
than my experience of Americans.

quick to criticize, very picky.

Anything you

Much more accepting

Americans always give you a bunch of gas

Now, the Chinese might be that way among

themselves, but that's not my experience with them.

They were just very

appreciative and really interested in anything you wanted to try.

I did

a Christmas story in song -- just took Christmas carols and translated them,
and we had the choir dressed up in costumes.
kind of fUn.

They're great for dr8ml1S, arryway.

just lap up and really enjoy it.
SWINYARD:

Big stuff, you know, that's
Anything like that they

It gives you a lot of scope.

You mentioned before when you vere growing up your relations with

the servants then.

When you were a missionary, how many servants did you

have, and what was your relation withthem?
HILL:

It was a little difficult in the sense that my relationship as a

16
youngster with the servants was more of an equal basis.

It was funny:

when I went back as a missionary, the cook still called me "Little Rose,1t

my nickname.

(laughter)

He never called me my proper Chinese name, or

Mrs. Hill or anything else.
to break him of that.

I was always Little Rose.

I never was able

He was still working for my folks.

I had some

barriers in my own mind that I had to break down in the sense that, ab,
accepting them and treating them as adults and respecting them.

On the

whole. I don't think they knew it.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Was this a fairly common reaction among missionaries?

I think so.

I didn't have any trouble telling them what to do, or

managing the household.

From the mistress-servant relationship, I didn't

have any problem there.

It was balancing the mistress-servant relationship

with the equalitarian concept of Christian relationships that I had in my
own mind that I had to work out.

They were quite willing to take the

mistress-servant relationship because if they were working for Chinese, it
would be a whale of a lot worse.
much worse.

That would have been much, much. much.

I had to work this out in my own mind.

didn't know how to tell servants what to do.

other missionaries

They didn't know how to manage

a household in that fashion where they didn't do the actual work.
no problem with me.
SWINYARD:

That was

(laughter)

Of course, you had had experience, though, with the people for

so long, as was shown by the incident on the boat.
HILL:

Yes, and I had seen my mom running a household ever since I was a

little shaver, giving orders to the cook what to get in the market, making
a list.

Even though he couldn't read it, he knew exactly what was on that

list. It was really fantastic.

I initiated some things my folks hadn't
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done.

Periodically, we and the servants ate together -- we'd have a meal

together and a party time, just a party evening.
didn't take anybody else's servants.

had trained.

One thing I did do, I

I didn't want the ones somebody else

By this method, I had to learn how to make bread, how to

cook.

SWINYARD:

The General Synod Minutes around 1927 and '28 refer to an anti-

foreign and anti-Christian type of feeling.

Were you aware of this feeling

at all at the time?

HILL:

I was just a little shaver then.

I was born in '23.

I would be

five years old.

SWINYARD:

Yes, but I wondered if you remember sensing anything at all

about it. maybe?

HILL:

The first real memory of upset was when the Reds came through --

Mao Tse Tung -- through Leng-na and took Holleman captive, and Mrs. Holleman
and the two children came down to Chang chou. and the Poppens came down,
then things began to pop after that.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes, '29 or '3D.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

That was around 1929?

What do you remember about the first time you had to evacuate?

The first time we had to evacuate ... that was before World War Two

when the Nationalists ... I haven't got a real handle on which year this was,
but it was after my folks came back from the field in '33, and it was

18
one of those years.
had taken Mukden.
bombing.

It was during the Sino-Japanese War and the Japanese
Maybe this was during Mao's thing.

But there was a

Our area \las controlled by a warlord, and Chiang Kai-shek had

come down and he 'Was trying to get a handle on this chap. and so he bombed

our city.

Then my folks went out into the countryside to a kind of temple

for a feW' days.

1931 or '32.
SW!NYARD:

I guess that vas in the early '30's that must have been

That's my first:

that's when Mao was coming through.

And then did the Consul give orders to evacuate?

What was the

situation there?
HILL:

I can't remember because my folks were due to go home on furlough.

That's when they lost their first household of stuff.

Then there was

another time and that ....as kind of at the beginning of World War Tvo when
our town was bombed again.

That must have been 1938.

That was after I

finished my eighth grade year at Shanghai American School.
Japanese ... then we were bombed again.

That I s when the

Then we were badly bombed, and

bombs fell Just short distances from the house.

I can remember the air

being sucked out of my clothes.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes.

That's close!
I can remember all the neighbors and everybody being down in

the basement of our house which had an entranceway, so it was really good.
It was underground as far as the front of the house was concerned, but the
back of the house was like a walk-in basement.
everybody was nervous.

Everybody was there and

We had a waterpipe along one wall and my mother

kept kicking it and everybody Jumped!

(laughter)

I remember that.

I

remember the cook hiding behind the sewing machine that hadn't been taken
out of the crate yet.

I remember being concerned because our dog went
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out of the house and we were afraid for the dog.
then.

No, I must have been older than that.

I was about nine or ten

At that time, the Consulate

ordered wives and children home to the States because the situation was

getting kind of bad.
said, "This

l

From her past experience with warlords, my mother

too, will pass."

The country had been in a state of unrest

since they came on the field in 1917.

The country was taken over by

Chiang, well, actually Sun Yat Sen in 1911, but they never did have control
of the warlords.

At one time, they'd have control here, they'd make a

settlement with the warlords, but it was always in the state of flux.
my mother said, "Well. ask old authorities."

So,

The other missionary wives

took their children home to the United States, except for Alma Vander Meer.
She and my mom went to the Philippines and I went to Brent School and I
stayed there, then we came back and had two more years.
the island of Arnoy, but the mainland was free.

The Japanese had

The Japanese had Shanghai,

by the time I went to Shanghai for my tenth year, but it was still an
international settlement there.

It was still under international control.

Of course, the island of Kulangsu was another international settlement, so
that was under international control.
SWINYARD:

When it came time to evacuate, was it neceSsary to wait for

permission, or could you just feel the bombs and take off?

Was there any

set rule there that you had to abide by?
HILL:

No, no, you were pretty much on your own what kinds of domestic

decisions you made.

We

had a consulate, and so forth, and you cooperated

as much as was practical, but the consulate had very little control over
things.
SWINYARD:

What was your first direct, personal experience with the Reds?
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HILL:

That was September 19. 1949.

morning coming over the hill.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

It was tracer bullets early in the

We were sleeping on the porch.

What happened?

Well, they had a fight almost in the road behind our house.

had had all these rumors.

We

That was in September, and the Communists had

been moving south for months prior to that.

We'd had a mission meeting in

the middle of August down in Kulangsu and each missionary family ... we had a
very moving session one morning, and the consensus was that the mission as
a group couldn't decide for all the missionaries.

Each missionary family

had to decide for themselves, each individual had had to decide for him or
herself.

I can remember dismissing, and each couple going off to talk and

pray and coming to a decision of whether to stay or go.
of a free thing.

It was very much

If you felt you had to go, this was fine, you had our

O.K., our support, this kind of thing.
the other couples were.

Nobody knew what the decisions of

But when we got back there:

pregnant, and she had an Rh factor problem

Molly Esther was

it was her fourth pregnancy

and she was having real problems, her tire was filling up, and she asked
Jack what he thought she should do, and he said he thought she really ought
to leave.

I think there was another family and I can't remember who it was,

the de Velders or who, decided to go.
cided to stay.

All the others, independently, de-

It was a really moving session.

matter of waiting.

So then it was just a

The situation deteriorated very badly, and bandits were

allover the place.

There was a lot of shooting.

Jack was getting a lot

of injured people coming in who 1 d been attacked by bandits, Nationalist
soldiers.

Morale was extremely low.

Soldiers were looting.

It was just

a bad news situation.

SWINYARD:

That was the evidence that you had of what was going on, other
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than the rumors,that the Communists were coming?
HILL:

Yes.

That morning, the shooting stopped about 9:00, 10:00.

It

kind of just swept past us down toward the coast, although there was
fighting on the other side of the town.

Communists to really take over.

It took several days for the

I can remember a Communist soldier

coming in the compound, coming up the walk, and I went out to meet him.
I said, "Peace," the Christian greeting.
face was really something to bel].old!

The look of incredulity on his

Here's this foreigner saying "Peace"

(laughter) and he didn't quite know how to handle that.

things and went on without doing anything.
on.

He said a few

We had some real tussles later

They wanted to take over the house and leave us one room to live in,

this kind of thing.

A couple of them came to the hospitalrhe same day, and

wanted to know where those bouncy beds were that the foreigners slept in -they wanted a few for themselves.
SWINYARD:

(laughter)

How could you tell the difference between the Communist fighting

and the basic banditry that was going on?
HILL:

We weren't in contact with the banditry, we saw the results of it:

injured people coming in.

The Communists had these dirty "monkey_puke tl

yellow uniforms (laughter) as our kids would say.
crass bunch.

They were a pretty crude,

They kind of pride themselves on their egalitarian, agrarian

whatever -- I don't know what -- but it was pretty sloppy.
they did do:

they paid for anything they took.

One good thing

Not from us, they gave

us receipts (laughter).
SWINYARD:
HILL:

How much did that get you?

Nothing (laughter).

We were just glad to get out.

At first, the
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local people paid for what they got.
SWINYARD:

HILL:

At f"irst?

I think they always did, which was !'lore than the Nationalists did.

The Nationalists were just plain broke.

Of course, during those days, all

the time we were in China, the whole three years, the currency was like
you wouldn't believe.

We had two or three currency changes, and the only

really stable currency was rice.

Patients would actually pay in rice.

Sometimes you'd have to go down to the market and find out twice a day
what the price of rice was if they paid in cash.

When I paid the servants,

I paid the equiValent of rice, whatever the base price was.

I can remember,

this is before the Communists came in. we never went down to Amoy af'ter
they came in, we 'Jeren It allowed because we were kind of compound-bound for
about tva or three mile radius, but before that I can remember taking wads
of Nationalist money in a suitcase and taking the 'Whole suitcase dO\lIl to
the grocerj store to get canned goods, and getting rid of the whole case
of money -- millions of dollars.

SWINYARD:

You said that the Communists paid for everything and the National-

ists were broke.

Did that make a big difference in the way the villagers

considered both of them?

HILL:

Yes, it did.

The morale was just zilch -- way dO\lIl sub-basement as

far as the citizenry and soldiers were concerned.
morale.

It. vas just a very poor

The people vere saying things like "Anything is better than the

Nationalists.

Anything has got to be better than what we've got now."

secretively a fev months later, they were saying, "Ach, we didn't knowt ll

SWINYARD:

What did they actually know about the Communists?

Very
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HILL:

They knew nothing. except that they knew that the Nationalists were

terrible.

They were disorganized, demoralized.

SWINYARD:

What did you think of the Communists when they were coming?

How much did you know at the time?
HILL:

We knew a little bit of Mao Tse-tung's reputation.

We had some

knowledge of Russian Communism, and we had no way of knowing whether

Chinese Communism was the same brand or not.

We were wrong.

We thought

thet there was no way that the Chinese people would accept Communism because
they're so family oriented -- no way it's going to work here.
fooled:

they really took over.

a chance.

We were

Once they come in, you really don't stand

There is no choice left but to do what they want you to do. and

say what they want you to say, because they work on you until you do, one
way or another.

People would disappear, and either you wouldn It hear of

them again, or sometimes they had a public execution.
quired to attend.

You were forever having meetings:

Everybody was remeetings of the shop-

keepers, meetings of the clerks, meetings of the hmspital nurses, meetings
of the hospital coolies, meetings of the hospital doctors.

Just forever

having meetings.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

All ",ith their own songs, too, probably.

Dh, yes.

You just felt that half the time you "'ere paying people to

go to their meetings. (laughter)

They didn1t get a chance to do much ",ork.

Everybody had to give time to work on the airport, and this meant that they
had to do their stay at pounding stones of granite on the hill behind our
house. ",here there ",as a quarry for the airport.
SWINYARD:

Which was nearby?
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HILL:

It was about 20, 30, 20 miles away. something like that.

Out of

maybe 30 personnel in the hospital, maybe a quarter of them were always
off working for the government at one function or another.

SWINYARD:

Were duties like that just required, or were they also paid?

Or was it all part of it?

HILL:

Dh, it was all

SWINYARD:

HILL:

part of

it.

They didn't have any extra incentive at all?

It was just mental?

That was your duty as a new ci ti zen of the Chinese People I s Republic."

SWINYARD:

How did you personally feel about Chiang Kai-shek and the

Nationalists?

HILL:

I, personally, was very sympathetic to them.

I can sympathize with

the people who don't like what they do. but I can understand where they're

coming from.

There's a war going on in Taiwan.

The things they accomplished,

that Sun Yat-sen accomplished, 8Jld of course Chi8J1g Kai-shek after him, in
a sense of the New Life Movement, or the Free Life Movement, or something.
They had some good things going but they never really got a chance to
get off the ground.

When you consider the size of the country they had to

unify, the warlords, the Sino-Japanese War -- they just never got off the
ground.

The amazing thing is that they got as far as they did.

SWINYARD:

You had lived under the Communists for 15 months, and you

mentioned a great deal of political unrest before that time, even.

How,

specifically, concretely, did that affect your daily life?
HILL:

For instance, not

mobile clinics.

~

daily life, it was more Jack's because he had

He and Joe Esther had been going out every Sunday afternoon
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to villages around about four or five miles ava:y, and then each year of
the three years we were there. or maybe tva or three times. they had gone
into the mountains further sva,y on a 10 day trip. and this made a kind of

circuit of some of those mountain churches, and held clinics and Joe
would hold meetings. and it was kind of a team effort.

of a neat thing.

It vas really kind

This connected the healing with a service the church was

giving in the name of Christ.

I think it vas a very effective piece of

work, and it got the hospital known.

People then knew there was a hospital

down on the plains that they could come to, and this was true of the little
clinics that he and Joe vent to.

But then when the countryside became so

restless ... actually what happened was the last time they made their 10 day

trip, the day or two after they got back, the bridge was broken -- it was
blown up by dissidents. Communists probably.
really kind of close to home.

It was

But. you see. we had made the decision to

stay. and it was kind of an act of faith.
Chinese appreciated it.

Things like that.

I think that at the time.the

Our feeling was. "We have the freedom to leave.

but the Chinese Christians don't, and we have to be in this together with
them. because that's part of our witness. I!

And I think that the Chinese

appreciated that. but it wasn't very long before 'We were a real detriment,
and i t was dangerous for them to associate with us.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

And that's when you decided to leave?

Yes. when the Korean War broke out.

We were taken over on the

nineteenth of September in '49. and the Korean War broke out in June or
~

the following year.

Then things really got tough, and it was that

time we decided -- actually it was the third of July -- to petition to
leave.

SWINYARD:

Did you have any difficulties in getting out?
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HILL:

It took six months.

SWINYARD:

We left Christmas Day.

Was it a question of just getting permission. or was it

actually en route that you bad the difficulties?

HILL:

It \las getting permission to leave.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

From the government?

From the government.

our consulate was gone.

We had no governmental representatives and

We used the British embassy in Peking, and they

were absolutely impotent.

There was absolutely nothing they could do. They

had recognized the Communist government and our government had not and ...

but for practical. purposes 1 they might just as \lell have sayed their breath
and gone home for all the good they did. (laughter)

We would make two or

three trips to the police station a week to ask if our permits had come.
Always: "No answer from topside. n

SWINYARD:

HILL:

Absolutely nothing.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

And there was nothing you could do to speed it up?

Did you have any indication of when you would leave in advance?

One day they said, "Make out your itinerary."

couple of times.

We had done that a

You had to say where you were going to be every night,

where you \lere going to stop.
cause we had to go overland.

We had a ten day itinerary mapped out beWe couldn It take a boat.

We had to go by

train, by bus, then \Ie had to go by coastal steamer for one stretch of the
way.

There was an agent, a travel agent, and he made arrangements with

Dr. Koeppe in Chang chou.

Then we had to do all of that correspondence.

I think we did that two or three times and then they pulled us out.

was the one.

That
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SWINYARD:

And then you again just left the house1

Yes, well, we had everything packed up and they had to inspect

HILL:

everything.

Oh, some of the stories on that!

stuff home.

Anything we could pack in trunks and footlockers.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

You were able to take most of your belongings with you?

Not most, some of the things.

brary.

But we took a lot of our

Jack had to leave

~ost

of his li-

He had packed up his binocular microscope to bring home, and that

was one of the things they gave us a receipt for.
be had a camera.
our furniture.

He had sold some things:

his Whizzer motor bike, some of

We didn It get much for it.

Some of the stuff we took home,

but it was all examined every place we stopped.
was examined.

SWlNYARD:

I can't remember whether

All the stuff:

Just about every time it

duffle bags unpacked, and footlockers unpacked.

When you went to the Amoy mission in the Philippines. did you

ever have any hope of returning to mainland China, or not?

Had you pretty

much decided that that chapter was closed?

HILL:

I didn't think it was realistic.

We'd talk about it. but it was

pretty clear that the Communists would be there for a good long time. to
me.

What our Board was asking us to do was to 90 to India. but we just

thought it \las a matter of time before India \lould be taken over.

Commu-

nism seemed like such a pervasive. overwhelming influence, and India \las
really like that at the time.

SW!NYARD:

HO\l was your work in the Chinese hospital in the Philippines

different from that in China?

HILL:

My york, or Jack's \lork?
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SWINYARD:

HILL:
ary.

You were in the hospital lab, right?

By the time we got to the Philippines. I felt more like a missionI vas a lot more with it.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

Both.

You mean with people?

Yes, and doing the kinds of things that missionaries do.

more into Bible studies, visitations, and teaching.
I set up another lab there.

I vas

In the hospital. yes.

That was really from scratch.

All I had ....as

a bare room, and I had to order all the equipment and all the chemica.ls, sit
down with a book of lab tests and take e.ll the amounts and figure how much

I would need and then look up in the order in the chemical lab books and
see the minimum amount and r-i gure out how many times I could make this up.

and all that kind of Jazz.
tests.

It was quite a job.

SWINYARD:
pines.

I would order the forms I wanted for the different

You just said that you felt more like a missionary in the Philip-

In your vita sheet, you said that one of the problems there was

remaining committed to the Christian 'Work there.

Does that reflect an atti-

tudinal. change, or does that reflect at allan your 'Work in China?
HILL:

No.

When I say "committed to Christian work," it was with the

Chinese in the Philippines.

The number of missionaries who could speak. Amoy

Chinese was like you could almost count on two hands in the 'Whole of the
Philippines.

The Chinese churches in the Philippines 'Were very autonomous,

independent churches of no particular denomination, as a matter of fact,
mostly Christian Missionary Alliance, Baptist, Plymouth Brethren type, and
then this Presbyterian of our South Fukien China church.

The fact that we

spoke Amoy Chinese, 'Which vas the dialect which most of the Chinese in the
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Philippines spoke, really just gave us an entree into their churches.
Even though we were Presbyterian background and therefore a little bit
suspect, nevertheless, the fact that we were there and could speak their
dialect right awa:y just gave us a tremendous entree.

The problem was that

our Board felt that we should be working with the church in the Philippines,
the Church of Christ in the Philippines, which was a Philipino church.
That church was considered very liberal by the Chinese church, and suspect.
So, for us to be associated with that group put us in a really difficult
position with the Chinese churches.

On the other hand, the Chinese churches

had a kind of relationship established, a formal relationship with the Church
of Christ in the Philippines because before, some of the Chinese Christians
who had been in the Philippines a long time had gone to these United Church
of Christ churches before there were Chinese churches established.
have this kind of pull back and forth.

So, you

But then, the Philipino churches

kept asking us to do things, and it was all in English.

Our Board was push-

ing us to the Philippine churches, you know, you cooperate with us, and
you do that and the other thing and you try to pull the Chinese church in
with you.

That's not the direction the Chinese church wanted to go.

It was

just a really difficult situation.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

You mean the Philipino churches?

SWINYARD:
HILL:

Were the English speaking churches already well staffed?

Yes.

No, this was the problem.

struggling.

They didn't have money, they were

The Chinese churches were the churches with the money.

really just a hard situation.

And it was so

eas~

It was

just to speak English.

My

being in music was really neat because the churches got together and did the
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choirs.

Four or five church choirs would get together and do a cantata, or

the Christmas music, or the Easter music, and this would be our Chinese
church plus three or four of the Philipino churches.

conversant, a lot of them, with English.

The Chinese were very

It's just that their services

were in Chinese, and we attended their services.

When I started out, and

our children by that time, our oldest was seven or eight, at that point 1

the Philipino churches for children that age, their

the dialect,

Sund~

school vas in

and of course the Chinese church Sunday schools were all in

Chinese, so our children were just out in limbo, so I started an English
Sunday school in our house.

Then, the other missionary children came to

that, plus children from the foreign community came for that.

We had that

in our house for six or seven years every Sunday morning. plus vacation
Bible school in the summers.

Of course, this was all new for me, I had never

done this kind of thing before.

I didn't have a teaching background or

anything, so it was just kind of find your materials where you can.
kind of fun.

It was

Then we decided to move our Sunday school, it got so big.

We

were having vacation Bible school and one summer we had 70 kids, and some
were Chinese kids from our Chinese church who were attending the English
school, and their parents wanted them to have more English.

So, we decided

to move it d.ovn to the Chinese church and have it there, and that was the
start of our English service down in the Chinese church.
SWINYARD:

Now that you're back in the States, are you able to communicate

at all with any of the people you worked with in China?
HILL:

No, except that it is a one way communication.

letter from one of the chaps.

We got a tremendous

His mother ....as the ammah., the washwoman of

Alma Vander Meer, and he was a very capable, talented young man.

He was a
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playmate of my younger sister.

He was a few years older, but he was the

washwoman's son and the kids played together.

He picked up English, he had

a tremendously musical ear, and played with the kids.

As a result of this,

he got a good job down in the drug room in the hospital in Arnoy, and from

there he bacame drug representative in Hong Kong because he had this tremendous facility with English.

He just really went to town.

Then he moved

to the Philippines and he went there on a st.udent visa, so he was going to

classes all the time and working up his drug import business.
mendous guy.

He went back to China last year, I guess it was.

letter from him.

He is very perceptive.

Just a treWe got a

We get letters from him now and

then, and, of course, we have been sending Christmas letters.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Do you know the situation of the Chinese church?

Yes, well, his last letter ... He went as a Chinese tourist, and they

let him take pictures.
30 of his pictures.

He lived with his family there.

He had them all typed up real close on the back: commen-

tary -- just tremendous.
trol.

We had about 25 or

All kinds of detail on their method of birth con-

It's just cold turkey.

You get rice rations for two children.

If

you have more that that, no more rice rations for any additional people in
your household, clothing rations or anything like that.

That'll do it.

Cold

turkey.
SWINYARD:

Along the lines of mission organization:

good or bad about it?

what did you think was

Did you feel that you were too far separated for it

to do any good, or did you feel that the communication wasn't adequate?
HILL:

You mean our relationship with the rest of the missionaries?

SWINYARD:

And with the Board, and how the big policy decisions were made.
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HILL:

When we were in China, our relationship with the Board was excellent.

Dr. Schafer was our Board secretary at the time and he bad been a missionary

overseas. and be was just a really nice guy. really very understanding.

There was internecine stuff going on in the mission Board, but we were kind
of on the periphery because we were 50 ne\(. and they were the old pros.

We

were learning language, and we kind of snapped a few garters now and then

when ve didn It think they were handling our situation too veU. like supervising our language the way they should or getting us adequate tutoring or

stuff like that.

But the relationship with the Board was really very good.

It was after I went out in the field in the Philippines that Board policy

kind of changed -- they had some different ideas.
SWINYARD:

HILL:

About 'What in particular?

Wally de Velder and Tina Holkeboar were the first two to go to the

Philippines after we got out of China, and he started out with his letterhead saying "Amoy Mission in the Philippines" and WOW! He just got his
wrists thoroughly snapped for that by the Board secretary, saying, nNo vay.
You're working vith the Church of Christ in the Philippines, and none of
this business about the Arnoy mission in the Philippines. II

We were a field

committee, and this was a time vhen all the literature vas talking about
fraternal workers, and ve didn't see ourselves in the fraternal Yorker role.
We had been working as covorkers for the Chinese church, the Chinese in the
churches in the mainland, but this fraternal worker thing was really a rise
of nationalism, and it vas a response to that.
with the Chinese at all.

And ve weren't feeling it

It centered in Mani1,la, and we were like 500 miles

south in Cebu, and ve vere just outside of that mainstream of that kind of
rabid nationalism and we weren't going to have anything to do with that.

SWINYARD:

Whose decision was it that you were in the Tong-an hospital?
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Did that come straight from the
HILL:

Directly from the miftsion Board.

The was not even the mission.

SWINYARD:
HILL:

or were you given a choice?

When you say "the toP." what are you saying?

SWINYARD:

HILL:

top~

It was the Chinese church.

They requested?

They invited Jack and me to go to Tong-an.

SWINYARD:

Did they ask for you specifically, or did they apply to the

Board?
HILL:

No, that was right to the mission.

Negotiations were between the

Chinese church and the mission.
SWINYARD:

Thinking back over your work in China, 111 what ways did you

consider it very fruitfUl?

Certainly in the advancement of the Gospel, or

were you frustrated there?
HILL:

We were there such a short time.

I think that the fruitful things

were the things that Jack did in his position of director of the hospital.
They badn' t had a foreign d~ rector for a while, and that always gave the
hospital prestige, rightly or wrongly it did, and he really zipped it up.
His coming there really renewed the life of the hospital.

I think that one

or the things that he did that helped the Gospel along very much vas those
mobile clinic teams that he and Joe Esther had together.

A team from the

hospital included members from the hospital, volunteers (teachers) :from the
school, church members.

It vas a real team effort.

It vas good, and it got

people on the cOWltryside avare of the active Christian concern, and it vas

a big morale booster for the country churches.

It was just a really neat

thing that was located. you see, if there was a church there, then the
clinic was held in the church, and so this got the people to get to know the
church as a philanthropic church.

The Chinese are ... philanthropy is a

neat thing as far as they were concerned.
of Confucian concept.

It always has been.

It's a kind

So here is the Christian church doing these neat

philanthropic things like clinics, having an American doctor come out there
to see patients and stuff like this.

It was a good morale booster:

it gave

them publicity, it brought people into the church, coming to the church for
that and then they would come to the services.
SWINYARD:

What things did you find particularly disappointing about your

work there?
HILL:

We weren't there long enough.

We went for forty years and stayed

three.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

But in the time you were there ...

I think it was a sense of frustration with having to spend so much

of the time in language study.
SWINYARD:

If you had to do the whole thing over again in China, what would

you do differently?
HILL:

Not spend so much time in language study! (laughter)

Of course.

you know, I was kind of getting my feet on the ground, too, as a person.
had been a student.
thing like that.
ing my way.
do

I

I was pretty young, and Jack was like 23 or 24, some-

We were young.

We were pretty green, and I was just find-

We were both just finding our way, finding the things we could

and you kind of see what needs to be done and see if it fits with
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vhat you think you could do.

Actually, we were free to do that kind of thing

for about two years, and a lot of time, we were in Bible study, or in language

study. and I had a baby.
SWINYARD:

So, not enough time.

I have a few questions that are much more general.

Would you

consider foreign missions essential to the growth and vitality of the

American church?
HILL:

Yes, I do.

Just the yay I think that service to others is essential

for good mental health for a person to get outside himself.

You have to be

serving and in a meaningful contact with where you're really li.ving in order
to really maintain spiritual health and emotional. health.

I think that the

same thing that holds true on a personal basis holds for a church.
ingrovn, you're sick.

If you Ire

I think there is a fallacy about missionaries going

out overseas or the the Indians in Mexico or to New Mexico or whatever.

It's

the church not seeing that the same obligation holds true for the neighbors
in the ghettos.

It '5 nO.K.

t

I give my money for the missionary to save those

heathen overseas, n and not being ...
SWINYARD:
HILL:

Yes.

... loyal to the domestic part.
Not seeing that this also applies to them in a personal way in

their relationship to those right downtown, and that it's not the money.
Each person is a sent person.
SWINYARD:

Did you feel that the missionaries were ousted from China because

of the fact that they were missionaries or because they were Americans?
HILL:

Because they were Americans.

Any

American was suspect automatically.

Perhaps it has been the American businessman who has been more suspect.

If
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you were an American missionary now going to Bahrein or something, if
Jack went as a psychiatrist to one of the oil countries. be would be very
suspect because of the nature of his specialty which is personality change.

They really don't want you meddling around with their beliefs, and that's
what you do when you are a psychiatrist.

Not so much meddling with your

beliefs as helping them change, but they see that as meddling \lith beliefs.
But I d~dn It think that from the missionary standpoint ve \fere as suspect as

American business people because of their philanthropic milieu that they
bad around us.

SWINYARD:

In your opinion, to what extent can religion, Christianity in

particular. coexist vith Communism?

Do you see that as a possibility, or

would Communism totally exclude Christianity?
HILL:

Well, if you're a thoroughgoing Christian and living cheek to jowl

with a thoroughgoing Communist, you're not going to be able to be cheek to
jowl because Communism, in its ideological state, and that's basically
where it's at, is a religion.

It's a state religion.

It has its tenets

and it has its sayings, you know its Little Red Book of Mao's sayings.
has its Bible.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

It can't tolerate any other ideology beside it.

So how do you vie'" the

spread of Christianity in China today?

I think that you have to accommodate to the facts of life, and I

think the Chinese Christians have, and i t hurts.

It really hurts.

You

have "freedom of religion" in China, but you're not free to tell anyone.
and that means your children.

If you do. your children are obliged to

report you.

SWINYARD:

It

I see.

And that happens quite frequently?
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HILL:

Presumably.

three people.

You I re not allowed to meet together. even two or

Everybody reports on everybody else and you never know

whether your children are going to report on you.
SWINYARD:

There is no backstabbing among the Christians themselves. is

there?
HILL:

I don It know.

SWINYARD:

I don It know that. but I know that you're not aJ.lowed.

How is it determined that there is a meeting?

A completely

innocent, non-religious meeting of two people could be incriminating.
HILL:

Yes. if somebody has something against you.

It's like the early

Christian church during the time of the persecution in the first century.
It really is, really quite similar, except that this is a little more

diabolic in the sense that the children have to go to school and are in-

doctrinated and you never know when the children are going to tell on you.
SWINYARD:
HILL:

That's scary.

It rea+ly is.

freedom.

As far as your own livelihood, you have little if any

You have to be a good Communist member.

To get into the school

or higher education or any profession -- they're all controlled by the state.
SWINYARD:

The American view of the Chinese has changed quite a bit in

the last few years. starting with the Nixon trip to Peking and other reports
that have evolved out of it, such as those that say there is not as much
dirt as there was before. and that when you travel. you don't see beggars
on the streets.
HILL:

What is your reaction to that?

That's true.

I'm sure it's true.

that the Communists have done.

There are a lot of good things
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SWINYARD:

HILL:

Even throughout the entire country?
They have unified the cOWltry where it vas never unified

Yes.

before.

They I ve got roads. they I ve got everybody learning to read. they I ve

simplified the characters, never done before, and 1 ' m sure the Chinese

scholars are throwing up their hands in horror.
SWINYARD:

But you don't think it's a controlled situation in certain

places for propaganda purposes?
HILL:

Oh, definitely.

push for hygiene:

Dh, yes.

But it' 5 also true that they have a big

killing the rat campaign, killing the cockroach campaign

killing the flies campaign

sure that's country vide.

everybody brings in ten flies each day.

I'm sure they do pick up their streets.

1 1m

I'm sure

that everybody has his little broom and has a little space he had to sweep

each morning.

This kind of thing.

cleaner, but the price is freedom.
high price.
trol.

1 1 m sure that's true.

And that's a high price.

It's a really

You see, with a totalitarian government, you have so much con-

You say l1Jump" and people jump.

people say "Nuts to you.
SWINYARD:

And it is much

In a free society you say "Jump" and

II

But they're probably not aware of what's going on maybe because

they've been so indoctrinated.

HILL:

I suppose the younger people, yes, because it's been, what, 20 plus

years nov, 26 years now, almost 30 years, so there is a whole generation
that doesn't know the difference.
are silent or dead.
the line.

But there are lots of people who do that

They have very effective ways of getting people to tow

Anybody who is a leader in the community or a potential leader,

they put them in work camps doing hard labor or imprison them.

Your health
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breaks down.

SWINYARD:

HILL:

It IS pretty easy to get you moved into line.

It's a matter of survivaJ..

Yes, exactly.

And that's vhat they did, if they didn't just take

them out and kill them, which they did also on occasion, especially anybodY
who bad been an official in the Nationalist government, any kind.

These

VietnW!l.ese who came here from Vietnam weren It just coming to America to have

a good time.
church.

They knew what they were doing.

We have a Viet family in our

His brother is a doctor, and he probably is O.K., but he himself

was a judge for the military. and no way would be have lasted.

No wa:y.

And the same thing eventually with the family.

SWIHYARD:

Thank you very much, Mrs. Hill. for a very enjoyable interview.
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